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| AT a meeting of the e of the mundo. 
ſetts Charitable Fire Society, on FRI DAT, May 27, 1796. 
 VOTED,—that the Hon. GrOROR R. Minor, Eig. 
Rev. JAMES FREEMAN, and Doctor SAMUEL STILL- 
MAN, be a Committee to wait on Doctor IOHN LA- 


 THROP, to return him the thanks of the Government for 


his Diſcourſe delivered before the. Society this day, ang to 


ꝛequeſt of him a Copy thereof for the Preſs. 


A true Copy, e 
A.. WE. 
| WILLI ALLINE, Rec. See. | 


* 


q par 


—_ | GanTrannn, 3 
1 A M. much honoured by he n opinion 
which the government of the Waſlachuſetts Charitable Fire 


| Society is pleaſed to entertain of the Discourse which I 


delivered on Friday laſt, and by the obliging manner in 


which you have now communicated that opinion to me. 


Influenced by the reſpect which I have for you, and the 
Society in general, I it my own and will 


give a copy for the preſs.” Ds 
I am, Gentlemen, £ * 
with the greateſt xſteem 
; * obedient ſervant, 
JOHN LATHROP. pu. 
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| LAYING ur IN STORE FOR THENSELVES, A GOOD. 
FOUNDATION AGAINST wang TIME TO COME. 


IP nn. r the l of the. ee 5 
agrees to an article in the conſtitution of the 
Maſſachuſetts Charitable Fire Society, I am now 
to deliver a diſcourſe, 72 expreſſive of the advan- 
N r ariſing from charitable institutions.“ ny 


EO 
j * „ N 8 
a 5 oF. 


ba, ci _ 41 
. Maxx of the reaſons occur, when her. 
ing the advantages ariſing from charitable inſtitu- 
tions, which are, offered to ſhow, why. 1 men ſeek 
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"Tux: aha 2 the wants which the 
children of men ſoon experienced, led them to 
ak afliſtance of each other, and to form -afſo 
tions for mutual aid and defence. Tn thoſe = 
agreements, it is either expreſſed or underſtood, 


* Article vu. EE oh 


1 


hat all the aſſociates will not only make the gen 
_ eral good, the object of their purſuit, but by par- 
ticular attentions to ſuch as may be under ſuffering 
_ circumſtances, will endeavour to alleviate their 


N and make them Pe) 


2 


Ir is our r dug, not 9050 to ſeek the proper 
means to ſatisfy the daily wants of our families, 
and of thoſe who look to us for aſſiſtance; but 
nature and religion teach us to provide again fu- 
ture calamities. If the wiſe man who foreſees evil, 
| hides himſelf, wiſdom will teac tus to look for- 
ward to days of trouble, and prepare, as s well as 

we can, to meet them. — 


Ir is enident;St. Paul had his inks on a a fu- i 
ture world as well as the preſent, when he urged 
on his fellow chriſti: n s, the exerciſe of charity 
and general beneficence. Charge them that are 
rich, that they be not high minded, nor truſt in 
uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giv- 
eth us richly all things to enjoy: : that they do 
good, that they be rich in good works, ready to 
diſtribute, willing to communicate: Laying up 
in ſtore, for themſelves a good foundation againſt. 
the time to come, bag 1 * by hold on oy 
nal or.” | 


nber 


1 
'Gairar advantages of a moral, as well as of 
* Hil, and political nature may be found in Soci- 
eties which men cannot expect while ſolitary and 
unconnected. ; 1 
Mx united a Söcdeles, DE an affec- 
tion for each other "if the object of their meet- 
ings be honourable and benevolent, their conver- 
ſation and labours will tend to eſtabliſh benevolent 
and hofi6urable principles i in their own hearts. It 
is a common obſervation that men are known by 7 
their company. N nile combinations of the fool- ; 
iſh and wicked, tend to increaſe their folly and 


vice, the virtuous: — and Mo one an- 
other. 3 N 45 * . | e 


W ſhalt be nfffienced to ſupport © 
able inſtitution in particular, NAS; a elke 
that we may perſonally receive aid from its funds. 
But ſhould we be fo fortunate, a8 Hot to fe our 
property conſumed by fire, accofding t to the courſe. 
of things, in the world 5 we inhabit, we 
* be very ſure, the proviſion we are now mak. 
ing, will be wanted for the relief of ſome of our 
brethren. As a ſtill more power Umiotive, we are 
taught by the holy ſcriptures, that God our heav- | 
coly father, will not forget theſe works ofFck 
5 which are done in obedience to his will" 


- 


A 


1 45+ 
WirHn great propriety our attention may be 


given, a few minutes, to the particulars now men. 
tioned. | 3 fb 
Tur performance of duty i is eaſy, win. we e feel 
the combined influence of all the great motives” 
which are ſuited to operate, on the rational mind. 0 


The god "ſubject of divine government will | 
obey, although he may not ſee. the connection be- 
_ tween his obedience and the reward : but con- 

ſidering the imperfection of our virtue, while in 
the preſent life, the performar Hof duty will cer- 


tainly be made more cheerfuf and , 52 the 
afſurance of a reward. 


We firſt ſeek the.n means of our own comfort: we 

| are next led to make proviſion | for the comfort of 
L our connections and friends.— Benevolence ex- 
tends our wiſhes to the whole family of God; and 


religion raiſes in the charitable. foul, a PEN * ; 
immortal. bleſſedneſs. 295 | ' 


"Taz eſtabliſhment of funds for the Ne : 
which this Society hath in view, will require no 
great exertions. By contributing a ſmall ſum ev- 
ery year, the increaſe from the numbers, which 
we 


; "FS % 


Ts 3 


we re mi reaſonably ſuppoſe will join ſo Wren: 

an-inſtitution (in a country. where great profits 
iſe from the uſe of money) will, it is to be * 
ed, be equal to our wiſhes. 


IN all countries) aud in all ail. buildings 


are more or leſs expolt to fire: but the danger i 
is greateſt, other things being equal, where the 


buildings are moſt compoſed of combuſtible ma- 
terials. 


As our houſes and other x property are-con- 
py in dang and many of us cannot ſpare 


from a ſmall income, enough to pay the ordinary 
4 premium of inſurance, it is prudent, for fo many 


as can with conveniency, to unite in Societies, 


where the joint Röck, and uritted affe Hon, 1 
afford encorfragement to all, and fupport to > fuch 
as x Rat need particular aſſiſtance. - , fa 


Wenn we ie down to 1 Man foe a 
Wy of ſatisfaction in thinking, ſhould the fire 


conſume our property, we ſtill have an intereſt in 


the affection, and in the funds of a ſociety eſtabliſh- 


ed for the relief of fuch as daft fuffer i in *. * 
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'Tars thought will be conſoling when awak- 
ened from our ſlumbers, we hear the alarming crys : 
and behold the light of menacing deſtruction.— 
To think we have done what we were able, and * 
what prudence dictates, to lay up for ourſelves : 
a good foundation againſt the time to come, 
will be peculiarly conſoling ſhould it ſo hap- 


pen, in the courſe of events, that « our houſes ſhall - 
be conſumed, ke | 


$zours be ſo unfortunate, as to ſee the 
property, which with care and induſtry we had 
laid up for ourſelves and for our friends, aſcend-. 
ing in a. volume of ſmoke and flame, and min- 
gling with the clouds, it will certainly be a com- 
fort to think, we have ſomething left: We have 
"i right i in common with our aſſociates, to a ſtock 
collected and improved for our uſe. 


Iris indeed our r happinels to live among peo- 
ple, who have been in the habit of giving aid to 
the unfortunate. To the honour of this town, it 
muſt be aid, the inhabitants have done as much 

as could be expected, for the help of ſuch as have 
| loſt their property, by the fires with which i it hath 
been irequendy viſited, © 


Bur 


E *¹ J 
Bor while our beſt ſtock under providen ce, 
3 in the boſom of an enlightened and hu- 
mane people, it is prudent to lay aſide a ſmall 
part of our income, as a fund, on which we ſhall 


have a right to draw, ſhould the calamity overtake 


us, which in times paſt, 1 hath overtaken many of 
our fellow Citizens, | 5 > | 


Tur at to $3 the deſigns of this chari- 
table inſtitution, from a conſideration that we may 
perſonally receive affiſtance from its funds, is ad- 


dreſſed to our ngtural feelings, and will have an 
effect. 


Bur ſhould a kind providence protect our 
dwellings and our ſubſtance, from à deſtruction 
which waiſteth indiſcriminately, in darkneſs and 
at noon day, we ſhall feel the moſt valuable kind N 
of pleaſure, in thinking, that, from the ſums which 
we have contributed, a foundation f is laid for the 


comfort of ſome of our needy and diſtreſſed fel- 
low creatures. 7. ” . 


— 


„ 1 bp” ** * 6 
N 2 . > * 


2 


| Trzns ! is a luxury i in doing good, for which 
*s children of folly, and of ſenſual pleaſure have 
no reliſh —Could the money be ſaved, which is 
N ſpent in pampering thoſe appetites which 
are ; the moſt fatal enemies to the happineſs or 
2 . mankind, 


F 
mankind, there would be à ſufficiency for the 
charitable purpoſes, which the benevolent have 
contemplated, but have not been able to effect. 

In as much as the purpoſes of this inſtitu- 
tion embrace the intereſts of all ranks and orders 


> or people, it will not be unreaſonable to ex- 


pect that all ranks and e of N will 


give it r e 
T7: 


As it is doubtleſs within he nag 85 tha. 2, 
man ingenuity to find out more ſecure and advan- _ 
tageous coverings for our buildings, than thoſe ' 
which have hitherto been in common uſe ; and 
alſo machines more convenient, or more pow- 
erful for extinguiſhing fires, every citizen will be 
willing to contribute a ſmall ſum, to ſtimulate 
genius, and reward ſuch as ſhall give their atten- Z 
tion to the lubjeas now mentioned. | | 


| Tux exertions of i ingenuity to A againſt +; 
evils, and to increaſe the ſum of rational enjoy- 
ment have been honoured and rewarded by the 


moſt celebrated nations of the world. 


"SocurrinE for the encouragement. of Agri- 
culture, Commerce, and the uſeful arts were ro- 
grefling towards high perfection among Europe- N 

* ans, 


* 


ans, before the dreadful war broke out * 
How raged: on that quarter: of the globe. 


2 Wr lament that for a time in France, wandal- 


Im directed its awful force againſt thoſe monu · 
ments of human i ingenuity which had been for 2 
1 time, admired by men of literature and 
taſte: with the deepeſt. ſorrow we lament, that 
during that awful period, many who had done 
| honour to themſelves and to human nature, by 
their uſeful diſcoyeries, were either executed at 
home, or driven from their families, and from 
ow property, to 7 and die abroad. 


Bor the political Wem which has cs 
Haba to multitudes; and ſhaken the foundations 
of the moſt e Empires, is now paſſing 
over. When at reſt; the nations of men will 
again cheriſh the ter arts, and call forth the 
exerciſe of genius, not only to heal the wounds 
which are now bleeding, but to guard againſt fu · 


ture evils, and e the. Jources: of real en- 
: Joyment. Fee, 
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A CERTAIN x degree of ton and wealth 
da precede the eſtabliſhment of Societies for 
_ uſef improvement. 5 Several ages after the ſet- 
e 0 tlement 


E444 


tlement of a new country, the inhabitants will be 
neceſſarily employed in clearing the wilderneſs. | 
and ſubduing the ſoil. Their buildings muff, + 
conſiſt of the moſt cheap, and conſequently of. / 
the moſt periſhable materials. Not having prop- | 
erty which they can riſk, they dare not venture 

out of the ſafe and common ad. to make 208 
iments. | | 


 AwzrIca bath now red at a z ſtage of 
Population, and wealth ſufficient to encourage in- 
ventions and labours, ſuch as were not contem- 3 


plated by paſt generations. | 


A PROPHET, before the American Revolu- 
tion would have found but little faith, had he 
predicted that within the firſt quarter of a centu- 
ry, then commencing, permanent bridges would 
be carried over wide and deep rivers, which be- 
fore were paſſed with difficulty and danger; and 
that the produce of the interior parts of the coun- 
try would, in a ſhort time, become doubly valua- 
ble to many of the farmers, by the facility of wa- 
ter conveyance. * 8 


c Tux eſtabliſhment of companies for the ex- 
ecution of arduous and expenſive undertakings; 
and of Societies to cultivate uſeful knowledge, 

SS 5 a 


A, * 
and to encourage the efforts of human ingenuity, 
have brought forward inventions for the good of 
mankind, which at once ores and aſtoniſh. 


8 
4 * 
ny 


2 Suen inventions, and the works which have 
been effected in conſequence of them, to uſe the 
words of men, whom America and the world 
have delighted to honour, << preſage an zra of ſtill 
greater improvement; „For inventions of im- 


n are prolific, ang beget more of their 


Tas Ee e Kith honoured itſelf 
by the encouragement it hath given to literary 
and charitable inſtitutions, while it was a colony of 
Great Britain, and ſince it hath been independent. 


Brsloxs the Univerſity in Cambridge, eſ- 
tabliſhed | by the patriarchs of America, and 
which may be conſidered as the parent of all 
the literary inſtitutions in our country, — The Ma- 
rine Society; The American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences; The Society for Propagating the 
Goſpel; The Humane Society; The Maſſa- 
chuſetts Congregational Charitable Society; 
The Epiſcopal Charitable Society; The Maſ- 
lachuſetts Charitable e ; The Medical So- 
4: ee 


* A letter from the ral n ol the Unize FINES, 
tA letter from Dr. Franklin. 


L863 
ciety ; The Agricultural Society; The Hif- 
torical Society ; The Maſſachuſetts Charitable 
Fire Society, and the Society for the information 
of ſtrangers, have received charters of incorpora- 5 
tion; and ſome of them are poſſeſſed of conſider- 
able funds. Beſides thoſe above mentioned there 
are ſeveral other aſſociations for literary and uſeful 
purpoſes.* 


As a powerful motive to ſuch works of char- 
ity and beneficence as are the objects of this in- 
ſtitution, we are aſſured, God our heavenly Father 
will e them favourably, and reward n. 5 


Sven works he encouraged, when he ſpake 
to his people, by the lips of his inſpired ſervants, : 
in old time ſaying, . Caſt thy bread upon the 
waters; for thou ſhalt find it after many days. 
The liberal deviſeth liberal things, and ch en 
things ſhall he ſtand,” “. 1 4 


sven works were Saeed in the ſtrongeſt 
terms by a: Chriſt. AS he was s the beſt teacher 
that 


2 In this town ire are 24 Fire Societies, conf ſting of about go 
members each.—As the Members of thoſe Societies have received 
great aſſiſtance from each other in times of fire, 1 it is to be wiſhed | 
more aſſociations of the kind were formed. 


"The members of thoſe Societies are bound, under certain pen- 
alties, to attend on their ſtated meetings, and to be furni{bed, each 
| with two Aachen, two * and a Bed Key. | 


ſ. 


L * 


that ever came into the world, he encouraged 


the beſt actions, and by the moſt engaging mo- 


Hz let his earers know, the gates of heav- 


en ſhall be ſhut againſt ſuch as turn away from 
the hungry and naked, and refuſe, when it is in 


their power to comfort and refreſh them: at 


the ſame time he promiſed. to the humane and | 


charitable, who are friends to the friendleſs, who 


open their hands to feed the hungry, and to fur- 
niſh needful ſupplies to thoſs who have no reſour- 


ces, everlaſting Ae and nnn in e 


TIE ſubject, you are ſenſible i is far 600. be- 


. ing exhauſted. Much more may be ſaid, and much 
more will be ſaid on ſucceſlive returns of this anni- 


verſary, to point out the advantages ariſing from 


charitable inſtitutions,” and from ſuch aſſociations 
of men, as have uſeful diſcoveries, improvements 


in arts and trades, and the general good of man- 


kind for their objects. 


* calamity, 0 which, this Society 


was inſtituted, in ſome meaſure to provide, is a 
calamity to which we are all expoſed. By con- 


. to the funds of this Society, we lay up 
| E 


for ourſelves : a a good foundation, againſt the ame 


to come. 


1 
n 


Ix addition to the motive ariſing from the 
expectation of perſonal aid from this Society, 
| ſhould we be ſo unhappy as to ſuffer by fire, we 
are excited to contribute, by the defire we feel to 
help our brethren, and by the paged of a reward 3 
given by our divine maſter. 35 ; 


Morrvxs of a more important kind cannot 
be e to the mind of man. 


3 


It will be age if ge premiums, or hex 
ways this Society ſhall be able to bring forward 
ſuch improvements as ſhall render our habitations 
and ſtore houſes more ſecure than they now are, 
_ againſt devouring flames: but a comple Teeun- 
7 is not to be > expotied, „„ WETITS rg 


. 7 
5 


WI ſhall 3 bei in 1 more or 1 . 
of loſing our property by fire. People thus made 
poor, we muſt expect always to have with us: 
opportunities will offer to do them good. 


= Trose who any alt} into the treafury, of 
this Society, the ſum, which is a condition of mem- 
MAY and thoſe who are able, and who feel diſ- 


poſed T 


ever and F 


| "> $ , 
poſed to make a more generous contribution, may 
reſt aſſured they are promoting a good work. 


Taz motives naturally ariſing from the ſub- 
ject, will be ſufficiently influential, without any 
1 by me, to enforce them. 


Br the exerciſe of charity to the afflicted and 
needy, and of beneficence to all men, we ſhall 


pleaſe God, and be prepared for the company of 


benevolent ſouls in Heaven: and when theſe earth- 
ly tabernacles ſhall fail us, and the houſes which 
we now inhabit ſhall decay or be conſumed, God 
grant we may be admitted to the everlaſting 
abodes of the wiſe and good, where our employ- 
ment ſhall be 1 and Praiſe, and loye, for 
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